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FOREWORD

The Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act of 1978 stipulates
that "...the Administrator, in consultation with the Commission, shall
provide to the Congress a report which identifies the location and
potential health, safety, and environmental hazards of uranium mine
wastes together with recommendations, if any, for a program to eliminate
these hazards.” It is our understanding that the intent of Congress was
to determine if remedial actions similar to those for uranium mill
tailings are required for mine wastes.

The report was prepared by .the Office of Radiation Programs and
addresses potential health effects caused by air emissions, water
af fluents; and solid wastes at active and inactive. uraniun.mines.. It is.. .
probably the single most comprehensive report on the subject. The
effects from other mining activities such as exploration, site
preparation, and in situ leaching were evaluated in proportion to their
potential significance and the amount of available information about
them. Comments on this report from the uranium mining industry, States,

" and the Nuclear Regulatory. Commission have also.been considered.

The conclusions and-recommendations are-inm the,Executive -Summary:-and
Chapter 7 of the report. The principal findings of this report are as
follows:

1. No problems were identified that require Congressional action.

2.. Standards. are:probably- needed.to. contral. human exposure from
radioactive-emissions from underground-uranium mines... We have proposed a
standard for underground uranium mines under the Clean Air Act program to
develop radionuclide standards.

3. Regulations should be considered for maintaining the control of
solid wastes at active uranfum mines to prevent off-site use and to
minimize the health risks from these materials. This is part of the
overall agency consideration of mining wastes and is being carried out
under the auspices of the Solid laste Disposal Act.

4. The report also identifies additional studies that are needed to
completely elucidate the potential for local adverse effects as a result
of possible misuse of the mine waste materials in construction of
buildings. Preliminary reports of field studies by EPA identifying
possible sites at which mine wastés may have been utilized in
construction or around buildings have been sent to the States for

follow-up studies.

Glen L. Sjoblom, Director

O0ffice of Radiation Programs . -
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